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FLAT VENTING 
 

 

1. WHAT IS A FLAT VENT? 

A flat vent is a trade name for a vent that due to structural conditions must run horizontal
rim of the fixture served. 

 

2. WHY IS FLAT VENTING GENERALLY PROHIBITED?  

 A flat vent or otherwise a horizontal vent installed below the flood level rim of the
possibility of a stoppage in the vent.  Maintaining a vertical rise in the vent of at least 45
the flood level rim, will allow waste to flow out when the stoppage is cleared. 

 

3. UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS DOES THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE ALLOW 
VENT? 

Unless prohibited by structural conditions, each vent, when in conformance with the U
rise vertically to a point not less than six (6) inches above the flood level of the fixture
structural conditions , such as: space limitations between ceilings and floors, lack o
grade, interference from beams and girders and remote wall locations, flat venting ma
the situations in which flat vents are so placed can be averted with sufficient forethought

 

4. WHAT ARE THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE INSTAL
VENT ? 

As indicated in the illustration below , there are several requirements: 

• Use only when encountering structural conditions outlined above. 

• Use appropriate drainage fittings, as opposed to vent pattern. 

• Vent openings must be taken off above the invert of the drainage piping.  

• Provide slope on the vent 

.

 

 

 

All forms and handouts are available on www.cityofnapa.org 
G:\CDD\Forms & Handouts\Napa Forms\Building Div\FLAT VENT-1.doc      
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