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DEPTH OF PIPE IN TRENCH ELECTRICAL 
 

California Plumbing Code 2001 609.1 Installation.  
All water piping shall be adequately supported to the satisfaction of the Adm
Burred ends shall be reamed to the full bore of the pipe or tube. Changes in dir
by the appropriate use of, fittings, except that changes in direction in copper tubin
bends, provided that such bends are made with bending equipment which does 
a loss in the cross-sectional area of the tubing. Changes in direction are allowed 
tubing without fittings in accordance with the manufacturer's installation instructi
be made for expansion in hot water piping. All piping, equipment, appurtenance
be installed in a workman-like manner in conformity with the provision and in
water service yard piping shall be at least twelve (12) inches below the average 
minimum cover shall be twelve (12) inches below finish grade.  
 
 609.2 Water pipes shall not be run or laid in the same trench as building sewer o
constructed of clay or materials which are not approved for use within a buildin
following conditions are met:  
 
609.2.1 The bottom of the water pipe, at all points, shall be at least twelve (12) 
of the sewer or drain line. 
 
609.2.2 The water pipe shall be placed on a solid shelf excavated at one side o
with a minimum clear horizontal distance of at least twelve (12) inches from the s
 
Water pipes crossing sewer or drainage piping constructed of clay or mate
approved for use within a building shall be laid a minimum of twelve (12) inches
drain pipe. 
  

 

 

 
Piping Support and De

 
Pipe fully supported along entire length    
No rocks supporting pipes                        
No rocks in first 12in. tamped earth backfi
Trench not allowed  < 45 degrees  of bea
Water pipe min. 12in. deep and 6in. below

 
 

All forms and handouts are available on www.cityofnapa.org 
G:\CDD\Forms & Handouts\Napa Forms\Building Div\DEPTH OF PIPE IN TRENCH FOR ELECTRICAL.doc     
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    Planning Division 
Phone: (707) 257-9530
orcement Division 
: (707) 257-9646 
           Building Division 
       Phone: (707) 257-9540 
   Inspections: (707) 257-1063
 Engineering Division 
Phone:  (707) 257-9530 
 
Facsimile: (707) 257-9522
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ELECTRICAL DEPTH TRENCH 

 

All forms and handouts are available on www.cityofnapa.org 
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